
Cold, wet winter takes 
toll on streets, roads 
 
STAFF REPORT 

While Kentucky Depart-
ment of Highways ad-
dressed the worst potholes 
along Marion's Main Street 
last Thursday, both city and 
county officials continue to 
battle deteriorating road 
conditions across Critten-
den County. 

County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom reports that 
his road crews are tackling 
the “worst of the worst” potholes, but winter weather 
has complicated repair efforts. The county recently 
purchased 150-200 tons of cold mix asphalt from 
Smith Contracting in Lake City, though supplies are 
“dwindling pretty fast,” according to Newcom. 

"This time of year, the problem is you just can't get 
cold mix," Newcom explained, noting that prices con-  
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Price hike: 
We have 
to do it 

 
The heart of any commu-

nity beats strongest when its 
stories are told, its concerns 
are addressed and its tri-
umphs are celebrated. For 
generations, our newspaper 
has been your steadfast com-
panion, ensuring that mile-
stones, challenges 
and triumphs in 
this community 
have been 
recorded and 
shared. Today, I 
write to you not 
only as publisher 
of this newspaper, 
but as a neighbor 
who values the 
unique role we 
play in preserving local jour-
nalism and archiving our 
community’s history. 

Beginning in March, the 
price of our newspaper will 
increase. We have anguished 
over how much to raise the 
price in order to keep pace 
with inflationary pressures 
on our business and your 
homes. This decision was not 
made lightly, and I want to be 
transparent about why this 
change is necessary. 

The newspaper industry 
has faced profound chal-
lenges in recent years. Rising 
costs in paper, ink, printing 
and distribution – coupled 
with a huge decline in adver-
tising revenue – have forced 
many papers to close their 
doors or sell out to larger 
chains that strip them down 
into cold shells of their for-
mer selves.  

Additionally, inflationary 
pressures that businesses 
across the country are feeling 
have tightened the noose 
here. It’s difficult to believe, 
but it has been almost 20 
years since we raised the 
price of our single copy sales 
on racks and newsstands. It 
is tough to recall any other 
product or service that hasn’t 
increased in price since 
George W. Bush was presid-
net. 

So, starting with the March 
6 edition, single copies will 
cost $2. That is actually in 
line with almost every other 
weekly newspaper in western 
Kentucky. Some cost more. 

Despite many hurdles, we 
have remained committed to 
providing you with reliable, 
timely and always hyper-local 
news. However, to ensure we 
can continue this mission, 
adjustments must be made. 

Local journalism is not just 
about the stories we publish 
and the anscilary benefits we 
provide on our website, social 
media and video platforms – 
it’s about the fabric of our 
community. Without a 
trusted local newspaper, 
many voices go unheard, the 
line between truth and gossip 
is blurred and critical issues 
can be overlooked. Now more 
than ever, we should be 
aware of these challenges. 

By increasing our cover 
price, we are taking a neces-
sary step to ensure our sus-
tainability and independence. 
Our subscribers will see a 
bump, too, particularly those 
outside of the immediate area 
where delivery has become 
more difficult and more 
costly – and outside of our 
control. All subscribers can 
find cost-savings in embrac-
ing our electronic edition over 
the traditional hand-held 
newspaper.  

We need your continued 
support. Buying the paper, 
subscribing and encouraging 
local businesses to advertise 
with us are ways to keep  
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Wildfire season is 
underway in KY 

As of Saturday, Kentucky is cur-
rently under wildfire season regu-
lations, which means no outdoor 
burning during daylight hours be-
tween 6 a.m., and 6 p.m., any-
where within 150 feet of a 
woodland or brushland. Fines are 
applicable for those violating the 
prohibition. 

 

Press price will go 
up to $2 in March 

As outlined in the accompany-
ing article on this front page, The 
Crittenden Press will be going up 
in price to $2 per single copy 
starting with the first issue of 
March. This is the first price in-
crease for single paper sales in al-
most 20 years and is necessitated 
by the obvious, which is higher 
production costs.  

 
 
 
 

Population trends 
Here are Crittenden County 

previous and estimated population 
rates, according to the most re-
cent United States census data. 
Crittenden County is the 103rd 
largest county in Kentucky. Since 
2010, the population has dropped 
(-3.66%). 
YEAR         POPULATION      GROWTH          % CHANGE 
2029      8,872       -17     -0.19% 
2028      8,889       -17     -0.19% 
2027      8,906       -17     -0.19% 
2026      8,923       -17     -0.19% 
2025      8,940       -17     -0.19% 
2024      8,957       -17     -0.19% 
2023      8,974       -17     -0.19% 
2022      8,991         47       0.53% 
2021      8,944       -59     -0.66% 
2020      9,003       196       2.23% 
2019      8,807       -93     -1.04% 
2018      8,900     -111     -1.23% 
2017      9,011     -122     -1.34% 
2016      9,133       -41     -0.45% 
2015      9,174         -6     -0.07% 
2014      9,180           0            0% 
2013      9,180       -42     -0.46% 
2012      9,222       -27     -0.29% 
2011      9,249       -48     -0.52% 
2010      9,297           -              -  

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 20 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 24 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
on Tuesday, Feb. 25 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Livingston Fiscal Court will 
meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 25 
at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Feb. 
25 at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 27 at the library. 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Monday, 
March 3 at city hall. 

©2025, The Crittenden Press Inc. 
The contents of this newspaper, 

including stories and advertising, are protected by U.S. copyright laws.

    The 

Crittenden Press 
USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

Things are Looking Up for Chloe «  Page 8 

     The 

Crittenden Press
     The 

Crittenden Press
24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM                           AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879 ONE DOLLAR

10 PAGES | VOLUME 144 | NUMBER 7 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2025

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

Pot Hole Season

A contingent of local leaders visited Frankfort and met with legislators and other cabinet leaders 
last Thursday. Pictured are (front from left) School District Superintendent Tonya Driver, Marion 
Mayor D’Anna Browning, Crittenden-Livingston Water District Superintendent Abby Adamson, 
(standing) Livingston Judge-Executive Michael Williams, School Board Chairman Chris Cook, Sen. 
Jason Howell, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom Lake Barkley Partnership Execu-
tive Director Garrett Clark, Rep. Jim Gooch, County Attorney Bart Frazer, Crittenden County Eco-
nomic Development director Steve Watson and PADD Executive Director Jason Vincent.

Local leaders take issues to capital
Water, roads key topics 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom, Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning 
and Livingston County Judge-Executive 
Michael Williams were among a contingent 
of local leaders who last week met with leg-
islative and cabinet leaders in Frankfort. The 
General Assembly is gathered for its off-year 
30-day session, a period in which no budget 
is set. During their visit, Newcom said the 
group engaged in discussions on pressing is-
sues, including road funding, water infra-
structure and economic development. 

Newcom highlighted ongoing concerns over 

the state's road system, particularly in rural 
areas. Newcom and others met with Trans-
portation Secretary Jim Gray and other offi-
cials, including Deputy Secretary Mike 
Hancock and Department of Rural and Mu-
nicipal Aid Commissioner Bobbi Jo Lewis. 
Addressed was a continued decline in gas tax 
revenue, which remains a primary funding 
source for road maintenance in rural areas 
like Crittenden and Livingston counties. 

“The gas tax is taking another drop, and 
it’s going to be another pretty significant re-
duction in revenue for the road system,” 
Newcom said. “It’s a shame that back in 
2015, the Senate passed a bill to stabilize the  
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Life & Times of a Pothole 
  Potholes are a common roadway 
nuisance, forming when water seeps 
into small cracks in the pavement 
and weakens the underlying layers. 
As temperatures fluctuate, the water 
expands when it freezes and con-
tracts when it thaws, widening the 
cracks. Repeated traffic then breaks 
down weakened asphalt, eventually 
creating a hole. Over time, if left un-
repaired, potholes grow larger as ve-
hicles displace loose debris, making 
the road rougher. Harsh winters, 
heavy rainfall and frequent traffic all 
accelerate pothole formation. Pot-
holes are repaired using different 
methods depending on the size and 
conditions. A temporary fix involves 
filling the hole with a cold asphalt 
mix. A more permanent solution is 
hot mix asphalt, where the pothole is 
cleaned, filled with heated asphalt 
and compacted for durability.  

STAFF REPORT 
Matt Collins, a Marion native 

and Murray State University 
graduate, is returning to NBC's 
Chicago Fire in a new role that 
spans multiple episodes this 
season. The 38-year-old actor 
will appear in episodes 15 and 
16, with a potential third 
episode later in the season. 

"I can't talk a lot about it be-

cause of spoilers," Collins says 
of his upcoming role, "but es-
sentially I'm just a regular Joe 
who's in a car accident, and 
the person that I hit… Well, it 
doesn't go well for them." 

Collins' journey into acting 
began at Crittenden County 
Middle School, where he par- 

 
See FIRE/page 4 

Back on Fire

Marion native will appear again 
on Chicago Fire in March

 By the Numbers 



Thursday, Feb. 20
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
• Crochet Class will be at 
5:30 p.m. in the Extension 
Annex.

Friday, Feb. 21
• Dessert Auction pickup 
will be from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at the Crittenden County 
Extension Of昀ce.

Monday, Feb. 24
• Marion’s VFW will have 
breakfast at the post from 
7:30-10 a.m. Cost is $8 or 
make a donation. 
• The Geology Club will 
meet at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Mineral Museum.

Tuesday, Feb. 25
• Hooks & Needles will 
meet at noon the Crittenden 
County Public Library.
• Lesson Leader Training 
will be at 10 a.m. at the 
Extension Of昀ce. 
• International Day will be at 
5:30 p.m. at the Lions Club 
Building
• Master Logger Training 
will be at 8 a.m. at the 
Extension Annex

Wednesday, Feb. 26
A Walk in the Park will start 
at 3 p.m. at the City-County 
Park.

Community
Calendar

Call (270) 965-3191
to share your
organization’s

meetings in this
free, weekly

community calendar.
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Deaths
Garrett

Woodford Lee Garrett, 
81, of Marion passed 
away February 15, 2025 
at Crittenden Health and 
Rehabil ita-
tion Center.

Survivors 
include his 
son, Marty 
Garrett of 
Clay: daugh-
ter, Marilyn 
Garrett of 
Clay; grand-
children, Jared (Ali) Gar-
rett of Pensacola, Fla., 
and Amber Garrett of 
Providence; great-grand-

children, Liam Garrett 
and Arie Garrett of Pen-
sacola, Fla., Adyline Day 
and Aliza Scarrlett of 
Providence; sisters, De-
wenia Faye Martin of 
Sullivan and Donna Kay 
Erickson of Marion and 
brother, Wallace “Wally” 
Garrett of Eddyville as 
well as several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Dewey and Hazel Garrett 
and son, Ryan Garrett.

Funeral Services are 
scheduled for 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 22 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home in Marion 
with burial following at 
Rosebud Cemetery. The 
family will receive visitors 

from 10 a.m., until ser-
vice time at the funeral 
home.

Hicks
Mary Linda Hicks, 74, 

of Marion, died Saturday, 
Feb. 15, 2025 at Critten-
den County Health and 
Rehab.  She 
was a mem-
ber of Mar-
ion Gener-
al Baptist 
Church.

Surviving 
are her hus-
band, Ken-
neth Hicks 
of Marion; three daugh-
ters, Kimberly (T.J.) Ta-
bor of Burna, Lydawn 
(John) Moxley of Marion 

and Hazel (Brad) Garrett 
of Sturgis; six grandchil-
dren, Cory Jones, Heath-
er Cooper, Kendra Jones, 
Trenton Day, Danielle 
Tinsley and Grace Gar-
rett; 18 great-grandchil-
dren; and two brothers, 
Paul and Wayne Allen.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Thomas Oscar and Ha-
zel Marie Allen; a grand-
daughter, Kiara Chitten-
den; and a brother, David 
Allen.

Memorial services are 
at 2 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 
23 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home. The family will re-
ceive visitors from noon 
until service time at the 
funeral home.

Aerie Suggs (pictured at center on back row), a member of the Kentucky 4-H 
Horse Program, recently participated in KEEP Day at the Kentucky Capitol as 
part of the State Equine Task Force. Serving in this leadership role for the cur-
rent and upcoming school year, Suggs joined fellow 4-H youth from across the 
state to network with industry leaders, meet legislators and explore opportuni-
ties in equine education. The group also toured historical sites, including the 
Old State Capitol and the Vietnam Memorial.

Suggs participates in KEEP Day
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floor, but the House re-
jected it. So we’re at the 
mercy of the same sys-
tem that’s been in place 
for over 20 years, even as 
costs continue to rise.” 

Newcom says that 
forces counties to stretch 
similar dollars each year 
farther and farther as 
prices climb with infla-
tion. 

Discussions also 
touched on the ongoing 
progress of U.S. 641. Of-
ficials indicated that 
right-of-way purchases 
between US 62 in Lyon 
County and the Caldwell 
County line should be 
completed by the end of 
this year, with grade and 
drainage work expected 
to begin in the spring of 
2026. Full construction 
on that section is slated 
for 2027 or 2028. 

Newcom also brought 
up the potential for leg-
islative approval to allow 
flex or contingency funds 
to be used for bridge re-
pairs, though he noted 
that the idea is still in its 
early stages. Addition-
ally, he reaffirmed the 
importance of maintain-
ing the local ferry, noting 
that while some have 
questioned the feasibility 
of constructing a bridge, 
the costs would be expo-
nentially higher. 

“You’re looking at prob-
ably $340 to $400 million 
to build a bridge, but just 
over a million dollars an-
nually to run the ferry,” 
Newcom said. “At that 
rate, you could operate 
the ferry for about 300 
years.” 
Water Infrastructure and 
Funding Opportunities 

Water security remains 
a top priority for New-
com, particularly regard-
ing the ongoing 
expansion at Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
(CLWD), which impacts 
the two counties and 
other small cities within 
the service area, includ-
ing Marion and Grand 
Rivers. Meetings with En-
ergy and Environment 
Secretary Rebecca Good-
man and Public Service 
Commission representa-
tives focused on funding 
needs and progress on 
existing projects. 

“We wanted to thank 
them for their support 
and update them on 
where we stand with the 
(CLWD) expansion,” New-
com said. “Funding is 
still needed as we move 
forward, but Secretary 
Goodman acknowledged 
the importance of the 
project and even pointed 
to it as a model example 
of regional water secu-
rity.” 

Tim Thomas, the con-
sultant who has been 
working with Marion and 
CLWD, said state and 
federal funding has been 
able to go a bit further 
than perhaps at first an-
ticipated. Funding  re-
ceived so far is sufficient 
to cover design and engi-
neering of all three 
phases of the project and 
enough to cover con-
struction in phase one 
and part of phase two. He 
said further funding will 
be requested next year 
when the legislature is 
working on Kentucky’s 

two-year budget. 
The initial phase in-

volves essential ground-
work, including 
permitting, surveying, 
easement preparation 
and legal processes. The 
design stage prioritizes 
the additional clear well 
and upgrades to the 
Grand Rivers connection 
to North Marshall Water 
District. The clear well 
expansion will enhance 
CLWD’s water treatment 
capacity, ensuring more 
finished water is avail-
able for its customers, in-
cluding Marion. 
Meanwhile, upgrading 
the Grand Rivers-North 
Marshall connection will 
allow Grand Rivers to 
rely more on its second-
ary water supplier, re-
ducing demand on 
CLWD’s plant while ex-
pansion is in progress. 

The second phase fo-
cuses on doubling CLWD 
water treatment plant’s 
capacity from two to four 
million gallons a day. Key 
improvements include 
raw water intake up-
grades, additional site 
work and piping, a new 
transmission pipe across 
the Cumberland River 
and electrical upgrades. 

In the plan’s final 
phase, there will be dis-
tribution system up-
grades to support future 
growth and ensure a reli-
able supply to both Mar-
ion and the balance of 
CLWD’s expanding cus-
tomer base. This phase 
will include a continuous 
12-inch water line from 
CLWD’s treatment plant 
to Marion. 

Another of the funding 
opportunities discussed, 
Newcom said, was a fed-
eral grant program aimed 
at addressing PFAS con-
tamination, sometimes 
referred to as “forever 
chemicals.” CLWD ap-
plied for a $12 million 
grant, significantly 
higher than most other 
applications, due to the 
need for new infrastruc-
ture to house treatment 
equipment. State officials 
were initially surprised 
by the funding request 
because it was larger 
than most other systems, 
but Newcom explains 

that other water districts 
already have infrastruc-
ture in place that will 
limit their costs to new 
regulations for dealing 
with those forever chem-
icals. 

Newcom said there will 
be federal money avail-
able for responding to 
PFAS, and Kentucky is 
working to position itself 
to provide matching 
funds to secure those 
federal dollars. 

Discussions also 
touched on alternative 
methods for handling 
PFAS, including a facility 
in Ohio that incinerates 
the chemicals. Newcom 
raised concerns about 
the environmental im-
pact of the process and 
emphasized the need for 
further research. 

Mayor Browning said 
none of the funding ear-
marked for CLWD was 
directly used to benefit 
Marion; however, the city 
did get emergency fund-
ing to help stabilize Lake 
George. While the lake 
recently reopened to 

recreational use, such as 
fishing, the mayor said 
she continued talks in 
Frankfort about long-
term plans for the lake, 
which will one day be 
phased out as a raw 
water source for Marion. 

“We discussed Lake 
George, and I thanked 
the state for its emer-
gency response and for 
stabilizing the lake. I ex-
tended an invitation for 
Secretary Goodman to 
visit Marion this spring 
and tour the lake. I men-
tioned to her that we are 
hoping to have Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife guys down here, 
too, and see what can 
happen when we all work 
together.” 

Browning has been 
pitching the idea of the 
lake being used as some 
type of destination fish-
ing reservoir and would 
like to have the backing 
of KDFWR. 

“We spent a lot of time 
talking about Crittenden-
Livingston, and the sec-
retary was very 

complimentary about 
how that situation is 
moving ahead,” the 
mayor said. 
Economic Development  

On the economic devel-
opment front, Newcom 
met with officials to ex-
plore funding streams for 
promoting business 
growth in the county. He 
reported that the county 
has 11 acres under con-
tract at the North Indus-
trial Park, with just over 
nine acres still available 
for development. 

While economic growth 
remains a priority, New-
com acknowledged that a 
key challenge is resolving 
an outstanding debt re-
lated to the industrial 
park. A surprise require-
ment to repay an addi-
tional $80,000 from a 
previous grant has hin-
dered progress in paying 
down the remaining loan 
balance. 

“If we hadn’t been re-
quired to pay back that 
$80,000, the KEDFA loan 
would already be paid 
off,” Newcom said.
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Local man  
seeks solar 
power patent 
 
 STAFF REPORT 

A Marion-based 
startup, Liquid Solar 
Generators LLC (LSG), is 
introducing what it calls 
a groundbreaking solar 
power technology that 
could transform renew-
able energy production. 
The company’s flagship 
system, 
Universal 
Solar 
Power 
(USP), 
aims to 
address 
key chal-
lenges of 
tradi-
tional 
solar energy systems 
while making solar 
power more accessible, 
efficient and cost-effec-
tive, its founder says. 

The technology behind 
USP systems sets it 
apart, says CEO Tommy 
Woodward of Marion, by 
drastically reducing the 
land requirements and 
costs associated with 
solar energy. Traditional 
solar panels require 
seven acres to generate 
one megawatt (MW) of 
power and cost over $1 
million per MW, Wood-
ward said. In contrast, 
LSG’s USP systems be-
lieves it can produce 25 
MW on just one acre and 
cost only $350,000 per 
MW. 

Woodward believes his 
idea could be a meaning-
ful improvement for the 
nation’s energy prob-
lems, and he is seeking 
investors. 

“Right now, it’s just me 
and my partner, an en-
trepreneur from Califor-
nia. I’ve applied for a 
provisional patent for 
one portion of the tech-
nology, so it’s patent 
pending,” Woodward 
said. “I intend to apply 
for another patent for 
another part of the 
process that I only devel-
oped in the last week or 
so.” 

The first patent appli-
cation is for a solar col-
lector and concentrator 
that broadens the appli-
cations and locations for 
solar power. The upcom-
ing patent will cover a 
method of energy storage 
Woodward described as 
“charging the batteries” 
that keep the power run-
ning at night. “They’re 
not literally batteries,” 
he explained, “they’re 
beds of basalt rock.” 

LSG’s USP systems are 
designed to gather light 
from sunrise to sunset, 
even on cloudy days, 
and store energy to en-
sure a continuous power 
supply overnight. This 
ability to provide reli-
able, round-the-clock 
electricity positions USP 
systems as baseload 
power plants capable of 
supporting utility grids. 

Unlike conventional 
solar systems, which 
rely on hazardous chem-
icals and contribute to 
carbon emissions during 
production, USP systems 
use no dangerous mate-
rials and emit no car-
bon. It offers long-term 
reliability, with a lifes-
pan of 25-30 years, 
without the need for 
fuel, Woodward says. 

USP systems are also 
financially appealing for 
businesses. At $350,000 
per MW, they are afford-
able for high-energy 
users like hospitals, gro-
cery stores and farms, 
Woodward explains. 
Businesses can also in-
stall USP plants off-site 
within the same utility 
territory and use net me-
tering credits to offset 
electricity costs. With 
maintenance costs as 
low as $1 per kilowatt 
per month, USP systems 
pay for themselves in 
less than three years, 
Woodward said. 

LSG is preparing to 
build a demonstration 
system to showcase its 
technology. To fund the 
project, the company is 
seeking $250,000 in eq-
uity investments 
through a crowdfunding 
campaign on WeFun-
der.com.  

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Coalition for a Drug-

Free Community has approved a proposal to 
purchase innovative educational tools aimed 
at preventing opioid abuse among local stu-
dents. The $5,999 proposal, which will be 
presented to the Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court this week, seeks to utilize Opioid Set-
tlement funds to acquire Fatal Vision Opioid 
Goggles for use in school prevention pro-
grams. 

The high-tech goggles, designed to simu-

late opioid impairment effects, would com-
plement existing drunk driving awareness 
programs in local schools. The system in-
cludes Bluetooth-controlled goggles that can 
demonstrate various aspects of opioid im-
pairment, including divided attention fail-
ure, "nodding out," and contrast sensitivity 
issues. The complete package also features 
real-time feedback capabilities to help 
demonstrate the dangers of opioid-impaired 
driving. 

School Resource Officers (SROs) at the 

high school would incorporate these educa-
tional tools into their substance abuse pre-
vention programs and assemblies. The 
initiative builds upon the success of similar 
"drunk goggles" programs previously funded 
by the Coalition. 

The Crittenden County Drug Coalition, 
which serves as the advisory board for the 
county's Opioid Settlement Funds, expe-
dited the approval process through email 
consultation with coalition members to meet 
the February Fiscal Court meeting deadline.

After working for dec-
ades, you may have 
been looking forward to 
retiring. But what if you 
decide to "reverse" your 
retirement? 

You could rejoin the 
workforce for any 
number of reasons. You 
might need the added 
income to help pay for 
your living expenses, 
but you also might miss 
the social interactions 
with co-workers, or 
simply desire more pur-
pose or stimulation in 
your life. 

And if you do un-re-
tire, you'll have plenty of 
company. More than 
13% of previously re-
tired baby boomers re-
turned to the workforce 
in 2023, the highest 
level in five years, ac-
cording to data from Lin-
kedIn, the online career 
networking platform. 

When pondering the 
decision to go back to 
work, you'll want to eval-
uate the advantages 
and the possible draw-
backs.   

First, let's look at the 
benefits of rejoining the 

workforce. By improving 
your cash flow, you may 
be able to do more of 
the things you enjoy, 
such as traveling. And 
you might also be able 
to reduce your debt 
load, which can free up 
even more cash. You 
might also use the extra 
money for other pur-
poses, such as contrib-
uting to a 
tax-advantaged 529 
education savings plan 
for your grandchildren. 

Furthermore, depend-
ing on where you're re-
turning to work, and 
whether you go back 
full- or part-time, you 
might gain access to 
your employer's benefits 
programs. If you aren't 
already enrolled in 
Medicare, you could find 
it financially advanta-
geous to sign up for 

your employer-spon-
sored group medical 
plan. And you may also 
be able to contribute to 
your employer's 401(k) 
or similar plan. Even if 
you're not eligible for an 
employer-sponsored re-
tirement plan, you can 
contribute to an IRA if 
you have any earned in-
come. 

And here's something 
else to think about: By 
bringing in income from 
employment, you may 
be able to take less out 
each year from your ex-
isting 401(k) and IRA, 
giving them a chance to 
potentially grow more. 
(Once you turn 73, or 75 
if you were born in 1960 
or later, you'll have to 
start taking withdrawals 
from your traditional IRA 
and 401(k). With a Roth 
IRA and 401(k), you're 

not required to take 
withdrawals at any age.) 

Now, let's consider 
some potential areas of 
concern about returning 
to the workforce. If 
you've been taking So-
cial Security, your 2025 
benefits will be reduced 
by $1 for every $2 
earned above $23,400 if 
you haven't reached 
your full retirement age, 
which is likely between 
66 and 67. In the year in 
which you do reach your 
full retirement age, your 
benefits will be reduced 
by $1 for every $3 
earned above $62,160. 
Starting in the month in 
which you reach your 
full retirement age, you 
can earn as much as 
you want without losing 
benefits. (Also, Social 
Security will then recal-
culate your payments to 

give you credit for the 
months in which your 
benefits were reduced 
due to your earned in-
come.) 

Another area of con-
cern might be your 
Medicare premiums. Be-
cause these premiums 
are based on your in-
come, they could rise if 
you start earning more 
money. Also, if your in-
come increases enough,
you might be pushed 
into a higher tax 
bracket. 

Ultimately, you'll want 
to weigh the pros and 
cons of returning to 
work. If it seems the ad-
vantages outweigh the 
disadvantages, you may 
well enjoy embarking on 
your "second act" in the 
working world. 
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Local group seeks opioid funds for tools

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky lawmakers are ad-

vancing several bills aimed at 
protecting consumers and com-
pensating the wrongfully con-
victed, with measures 
addressing ambulance billing, 
criminal justice reform and dri-
ver's license accessibility moving 
through committees this month. 

A new bill targeting surprise 
ambulance bills has been intro-
duced in the House, seeking to 
close a significant gap in federal 
legislation. House Bill 245, 

sponsored by Representatives 
Ken Fleming and Wade 
Williams, would prohibit “bal-
ance billing” for ground ambu-
lance services, a practice where 
patients are charged for costs 
beyond what insurance covers. 

“Most of the time, someone 
calling an ambulance doesn't 
have a choice in who is trans-
porting them,” said James 
Hacker, President of the Ken-
tucky Ambulance Providers As-
sociation.  

In criminal justice reform, 

House Bill 206 received unani-
mous support from the House 
Judiciary Committee. The legis-
lation would provide $65,000 for 
each year of wrongful imprison-
ment, with an increased rate of 
$75,000 for those who faced 
death sentences. 

Zac Greenwell, who has been 
the state prosecutor in this area 
for almost 20 years, said he 
doesn’t know of any Crittenden 
County cases that would qualify 
under this proposal. 

Lawmakers are also consider-

ing House Bill 161, which would 
allow third-party businesses to 
handle driver's license renewals. 
The measure could expand serv-
ices beyond the state's 34 re-
gional licensing offices, though 
customers may face additional 
fees for the convenience. 

The House Transportation 
Committee held hearings on the 
licensing bill last week, while the 
other measures continue 
through the legislative process.

Legislation eyes driver’s licensing, wrongful detention, ambulance billing



Local students earn 
listing on WKCTC’s 
Dean, President lists 

Several local students have 
earned academic honors for 
the Fall 2024 semester at 
West Kentucky Community 
and Technical College. A 
total of 918 full-time and 
part-time students were rec-
ognized for their achieve-
ments on the President’s 
Honor List and Dean’s List. 

To qualify for the Presi-
dent’s Honor List, full-time 
students must achieve a per-
fect 4.0 GPA, while those 
named to the Dean’s List 
must earn a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher. Full-time students 
must complete at least 12 
credit hours of coursework, 
while part-time students 
must complete 3-11 credit 
hours and have accumulated 
at least 12 KCTCS credits. 
Crittenden County 

President’s Honor List 
(Full-time) – Hannah Grace 
Faughn, Ava C. Henry, 
G’Anna Nicole Sizemore, 
Emma Marie Stoner, Alexis 
Tolley. 

President’s Honor List 
(Part-time) – Adam Preston 
Beavers, Connie F. Caylor, 
Candice Brooke Draper, 
Michael Paris Kirk, Matthew 
Nesbitt, Amber Raine Smiley, 
Nicole Rashelle Tabor, Elle 
Wallace, Kelly Brook Wes-
molan. 

Dean’s List (Full-time) – 
Elizabeth Marie Campbell, 
Alaina G. Driver, Kekoa An-
thony Kuamoo, Raylee Jade 
Robinson. 

Dean’s List (Part-time) – 
Stephanie Camp, Jennifer 
Lynn Daugherty, Ellie Lu 
Rome Guess, Carly Towery. 
Livingston County 

President’s Honor List 
(Full-time) – Codey Bailey, 
Rylee Grace Culver, Bryanna 
Marie Dunning, Sierrah 
Nicole Eklund-Stytz, Gina 
Marie Gilland, Dylan J. 
Lohman, Rebecca Elizabeth 
Lowrance, Lexie Paige 
Mathis, Ashleigh Lauren 
Mayhugh, Brenden Floyd 
Mitchell, Derek Shane Rus-
sell, Sydnie Sue Wood. 

President’s Honor List 
(Part-time) – Jason Ryan Cul-
ver, Chelsey Culver, Sarah 
Davidson, Tana Shay Durard, 
Laken Gail Givens, Blake 
Christian Jewell, Constance 
Delaine Johnson, Anthony L. 
Rinella, Lauren Shea, Ella 
Charlene Travis, Katherine 
Wright, Aidan Matthew Wyatt. 

Dean’s List (Full-time) – 
Kaya Mackenzie Adrian, 
Madison Grace-Anne 
Bartholomew, Tina A. 
Dunkerson, Jody Gingerich, 
Gabriel Reese Lawless, Sy 
Noble McDonald, Charles 
Gabriel Seely, Sofie R. Wat-
son, Kenneth William Wilson. 

Dean’s List (Part-time) – 
Taylor Elyse Davenport, Scott 
Newman, Danyelle Taylor 
Thompson, Babi J. Wood. 
Lyon County 

President’s Honor List 
(Full-time) – Salvador Cam-
panur Coronado, Deven 
Guess, Michael Keith Mc-
Queen, Haylee Jean O'Daniel, 
Dhyan Patel, Hunter Cole 
Patterson, Jonathan Chi 
Quan, Madison Marie Russell, 
Derald Lee Weeks. 

President’s Honor List 
(Part-time) – Andrew Bounds, 
April Grace Daut Higgins, 
Michaela Johansen, Amber 
Elizabeth Marshall, Jake 
Jamieson Neely, Micaela Jade 
Suarez, Anna Berlyn Yanez. 

Dean’s List (Full-time) – 
Deanna Nicole Balentine, 
Noah Jacob Blackburn, Eric 
Scott Chapman, Amber Ann 
Chapman, Britt Deckert, 
William Douglas Fultz, Joseph 
Thomas James, Cassandra 
Ann Lamb, Jessica Ann 
Ohara, Dalton Michael 
Phillips, Pamela Jean Pin-
negar, Hanna Nicole Reed, 
Kendell Josiah Tobey. 
Caldwell County 

President’s Honor List 
(Full-time) – Rianynn Darlene 
Carson, Danny Z. Hall Jr., Iri 
H. Harkness, Ariel R. Mayan, 
Hannah Nicole Miller, Corbin 
S. Nichols, Michael Lee Oney, 
William Gabriel Paul, William 
K. Riggle, Michaelyn Jo Sam-
ple. 

President’s Honor List 

(Part-time) – Kaitlyn Eliza-
beth Alexzandria Amaya, Ali-
cia Nicole Shearer, Addi 
Vinson. 

Dean’s List (Full-time) – 
Eric Kyle Alderson, Savannah 
Ray Beckwith, Alexzandria 
Dennison, Benjamin 
Goodaker, Gavin Dale Peek, 
Jesseka Sadler, Ali C. 
Southard, Allison Rene Tura-
shev. 

Dean’s List (Part-time) – 
Emma Grace West. 

 

Students listed 
by Austin Peay 

Braxton Boggs of Ledbet-
ter, Dana Curry of Sturgis, 
and Jaylei Davis of Morgan-
field have been awarded 
scholarships for the 2025-
2026 academic year at 
Austin Peay State University. 
The university recognizes 
these students for their hard 
work and academic excel-
lence. 

 

Old Miss graduate 
Sierra Ellsworth of Prince-

ton graduated from Missis-
sippi State University in fall 
2024, earning a Master of 
Agriculture from the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences. She was among ap-
proximately 1,500 students 
recognized during the uni-
versity’s December com-
mencement. 

 

Free veterans trip 
to Frankfort’s Wall 

Patriot Tours, LLC, in part-
nership with West Tennessee 
Motorcoach, is offering a free 
Veterans Tour on April 17 in 
commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the 
Vietnam War. The trip in-
cludes a guided tour of the 
Vietnam Memorial in Frank-
fort, with breakfast provided 
by Akridge Farm Supply and 
lunch from Lone Star Build-
ing Supply. The bus departs 
from the Fredonia Bus Ter-
minal at 7:45 a.m. and is ex-
pected to return by 6 p.m. 

Additionally, the company 
is organizing a Pigeon Forge 
trip from April 28 to May 1, 
featuring three nights at the 
River Bend Hotel, entertain-
ment such as The Dixie 
Stampede and The Comedy 
Barn, and visits to attractions 
like The Titanic Museum and 
Ober Tram. The cost is $590 
per person for double occu-
pancy or $690 for single oc-
cupancy, with a sign-up 
deadline of April 1. 

For reservations, contact 
Denis Hodge at (270) 704-
0643. 

 

Simpkins completes 
master’s working 
now toward PhD 

Dayton Simpkins, a 24-
year-old Marion native and 
2018 graduate of CCHS, 
earned a master's 
degree in physics 
from Missouri 
University in De-
cember. This 
achievement fol-
lows his under-
graduate career 
at Murray State 
University, where he com-
pleted a double major in 
physics and mathematics in 
2022. 

Simpkins is currently pur-
suing her PhD, focusing on 
groundbreaking research in 
biological physics. His work 
involves studying DNA ma-
nipulation and protein inter-
actions, specifically 
investigating the Mycobac-
terium Smegmatis Topoiso-
merase I protein. This 
research could have signifi-
cant implications for tuber-
culosis treatment 
development. 

Using advanced tech-
niques including Magnetic 
Tweezers, Fluorescence Mi-
croscopy, and Förster reso-
nance energy transfer (FRET), 
Simpkins's research aims to 
better understand protein 
behaviors at the molecular 
level. Simpkins’ work specifi-
cally focuses on using small, 

closed circular DNA to ma-
nipulate proteins that cleave 
DNA strands, potentially 
leading to breakthroughs in 
understanding similar pro-
teins involved in tuberculo-
sis. 

 

Don’t forget KY  
shutting down its 
tax-paying portal 

Kentucky Department of 
Revenue will temporarily shut 
down its online tax services 
for two weeks starting Feb. 
26, as the agency transitions 
to a new business tax portal 
called MyTaxes. 

During the shutdown, 
which extends through 
March 13, business taxpay-
ers will be unable to access 
the current OneStop portal. 
The new MyTaxes system is 
scheduled to launch on 
March 14. 

"Business taxpayers 
should take immediate ac-
tion to secure their historical 
tax records," said the De-
partment of Revenue in a 
statement. The agency em-
phasized that after 4 p.m., 
on Feb. 26, all previous tax 
return information stored in 
OneStop will be archived and 
no longer directly accessible 
to users. 

To access archived records 
after the transition, busi-
nesses will need to contact 
the Department directly, a 
process officials warn could 
be time-consuming. The De-
partment strongly recom-
mends that businesses print 
or download any necessary 
historical tax data before the 
Feb. 26 deadline. 

The agency is actively 
communicating about the 
transition through a series of 
seven planned notifications 
to affected taxpayers. Busi-
ness owners can expect to 
receive their new MyTaxes 
login credentials by March 
14. 

The Department also 
stressed the importance of 
ensuring all contact informa-
tion, particularly email ad-
dresses, is up to date in the 
current OneStop system be-
fore the transition begins. 

For more information 
about the transition or to ac-
cess the current OneStop 
system before the shutdown, 
businesses can visit the Ken-
tucky Department of Revenue 
website. 

 

March gardening 
classes by Extension 

Some gardening classes 
are being hosted by the local 
Extension Service over the 
coming weeks. 

Grow Your Own Garden 
Series features classes on 
March 11 for Preparing Your 
Garden, March 25 for Lettuce 
and Radish and April 22 for 
Cucumbers and Summer 
Squash. The classes all start 
at 5:30 p.m., at Crittenden 
County Extension Service 
Annex off US 60 East just 
north of town. Participants 
will learn about garden ba-
sics and how to grow each 
vegetable listed. These 
classes are open to all and 
will count toward Community 
Christmas credit. Call the Ex-
tension office for more infor-
mation at 270-965-5236. 

 

Women in Ag event 
planned for area 

The 35% Women in Ag 
Conference is scheduled for 
March 14 at the Union 
County Expo Center in Stur-
gis. The event, hosted by the 
Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice, runs from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and focuses on grain, 
livestock, and horticulture. 

The registration fee is 
$30, which includes materi-
als, lunch, and a T-shirt.  

Conference hosts include 

agricultural agents Dee 
Heimgartner of Crittenden 
County, Jessica James of 
Henderson County, Vicki 
Shadrick of Webster County, 
and Katie Hughes of Union 
County. 

For more information, 
contact the respective agents 
at their county extension of-
fices. 

 

Farmers can apply 
for $1K in CAIP funds 

Farmers in Crittenden 
County have an opportunity 
to enhance and diversify 
their operations through the 
County Agricultural Invest-
ment Program (CAIP), which 
is now accepting applica-
tions. 

Funded by the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture, 
CAIP provides cost-share as-
sistance to agricultural pro-
ducers, helping them invest 
in various aspects of their 
farm businesses. The pro-
gram covers a wide range of 
agricultural enterprises 
across 11 investment areas, 
including large and small 
livestock, forage, horticul-
ture, timber, technology, en-
ergy efficiency, farm 
infrastructure, water en-
hancement, marketing, and 
value-added production. 

This year, Crittenden 
County has been awarded 
$28,500 in funding. Eligible 
producers can qualify for a 
prorated reimbursement of 
up to $1,000. Farms of all 
sizes are eligible, but appli-
cants must have a Farm 
Service Number, which is 
available from the Farm 
Service Agency office in 
Salem. A new requirement 
this year mandates that all 
applicants be Kentucky resi-
dents, as verified by docu-
mentation. 

Completed applications 
will be scored based on re-
sponses and values provided 
by the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture. The first cut-
off date for applications is 
March 7. After that, funds 
will be awarded on a first-
come, first-served basis until 
the allocation is exhausted. 

For more information, visit 
the Crittenden County Con-
servation District office at 
118 E. Bellville St. in Marion 
or call 270-965-3921. Addi-
tional details and guidelines 
are available online at 
www.kyagr.com/agpolicy. 

 

Local officials join 
opposition to cuts 

Crittenden County officials 
have joined a growing chorus 
of local government leaders 
opposing two Kentucky 
House bills that would elimi-
nate or phase out state vehi-
cle property taxes. Both 
County Clerk Daryl Tabor 
and Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom have expressed 
strong opposition to House 
Bills 60 and 108, citing sig-
nificant concerns about lost 
revenue for local govern-
ments. 

The Kentucky County 
Judge/Executive Association 
(KCJEA) Legislative Commit-
tee is closely monitoring the 

bill while Kentucky County 
Clerks Association is oppos-
ing both measures and Ken-
tucky League of Cities (KLC) 
and Kentucky Association of 
Counties (KACo) has also an-
nounced its opposition to the 
proposed legislation. 

The bills would eliminate 
(HB 60) or gradually phase 
out (HB 108) the state's 45-
cent per $100 vehicle prop-
erty tax rate. According to 
Tabor, this would cost the 
Crittenden County Clerk's 
Office approximately 
$16,000 annually under HB 
60, or $80,000 over nine 
years under HB 108's phase-
out plan. 

Officials note that these 
losses would ultimately im-
pact county fiscal courts 
through reduced excess fees. 
In Crittenden County's case, 
the clerk's office would have 
faced a deficit exceeding 
$10,000 in 2024 that would 
have required fiscal court 
funding to cover. 

Local leaders emphasize 
that without a clear plan to 
replace this revenue, the 
proposed tax cuts would 
create additional financial 
strain on county govern-
ments already operating with 
limited resources. 

 

Farm Bureau taking 
scholarship apps 

Kentucky Farm Bureau 
(KFB) is currently accepting 
scholarship applications from 
high school seniors across 
Kentucky for the 2024-25 
academic year. The deadline 
to apply is Feb. 28, 2024, at 
11:59 p.m. 

The program offers schol-
arships in more than 50 cat-
egories, including 
opportunities for nontradi-
tional students. In 2023, KFB 
awarded $790,950 in schol-
arships to 575 Kentucky stu-
dents through both state and 
county-level funding. 

To qualify, applicants 
must be children of KFB 
members and graduate high 
school in the year they apply. 
Recipients may use the funds 
for various educational ex-
penses, including tuition, 
housing, and books. 

"Kentucky Farm Bureau is 
deeply committed to sup-
porting Kentucky's next gen-
eration of leaders," said KFB 
President Eddie Melton, 
highlighting the organiza-
tion's longstanding dedica-
tion to education. 

The scholarship program 
is administered through a 
partnership between the KFB 
Education Foundation and 
county Farm Bureaus. Inter-
ested students can view 
available scholarships and 
submit applications at 
kyfb.com/scholarships. 
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ticipated in the speech team. In high school he was part of a pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s MacBeth. While at Murray State Uni-
versity, he discovered his passion for acting almost by accident.  

"I saw an Acting 101 class and thought ‘Sure, it'll be easy, why 
not,'" he recalls. "Then I got in there and thought 'Okay, this 
makes sense for me.'"  

He went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in theater 
studies. 

This isn't Collins's first experience with the Chicago television 
universe. He previously appeared in episodes of both Chicago 
Med and Chicago Fire before the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted 
the entertainment industry. Living in Chicago, he balances his 
acting career with work as a leasing agent, which gives him the 
flexibility to pursue auditions and take acting classes. 

Collins has been active in Chicago's theater scene, with his 
most recent stage role in a play called Southern Gothic. He's 
taken classes at the renowned Second City, known for its improv 
training.  

"Improv is really, really good on your resume," he notes. 
The actor acknowledges the challenges in his field, particularly 

since the pandemic.  
"A lot of the storefront theaters closed because of COVID, so 

there haven't been as many opportunities," he explains. "The big 
theaters are still feeling the financial strain, so they've been 
bringing in bigger name actors from LA and New York. It makes 
it even tougher, but I just kind of take whatever you can get." 

Viewers can catch Collins's upcoming appearances on Chicago 
Fire later this season on NBC, with the episodes expected to air 
in the coming weeks. The most episode was No. 12, Collins said.
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The Christmas Song 
“Do You Hear What I 
Hear?” begins with the 
wind pointing out a star 
to a lamb and 
ends with a 
mighty king en-
couraging ev-
eryone to pray 
for peace. If we 
didn’t know 
the story of the 
birth of Jesus 
and the imag-
ery of the song, 
we would nev-
er connect the 
wind blowing 
a message to a 
lamb with ev-
eryone praying 
for peace. For 
someone un-
familiar with 
the story of 
the birth of Je-
sus, this song would take 
some explaining.

It may also be that even 
after an explanation, the 
full impact would not be 
felt by the newly informed. 
I have had this experience 
with some jokes from oth-
er cultures. I hear them 
and I don’t think they are 
that funny. After they are 
explained to me, some-
times I see why they are 
funny, but they still don’t 
make me laugh. I don’t 
feel it because I don’t feel 
the impact that the words 
have on that culture. I 
have also told a few jokes 
that worked well at home, 
but didn’t translate well. 
Sometimes to the point of 
being offensive.

It is hard for us to truly 
grasp how differently we 
see the world from others. 
Sometimes it is because 

of where we 
are looking. I 
have been to a 
few basketball 
games where 
some of the 
people I went 
with didn’t 
know the score 
at the end, but 
they could tell 
me all about 
the drama that 
was happening 
in the stands – 
which I didn’t 
notice at all. I 
didn’t see what 
they saw.

This extends 
to how we read 
the Bible as 

well. I was having a con-
versation with a Hon-
duran friend a couple of 
weeks ago about the book 
of Job. He pointed out to 
me that there are some 
very poor and oppressed 
people in his country 
that are alright with what 
happened to Job. The 
rich have that coming to 
them. They do not 昀nd 
comfort at the end when 
Job’s wealth is returned 
to him. Where is the jus-
tice in that? If I am going 
to talk about the book 
of Job with those folks, 
I had better understand 
what they see – even if I 
don’t feel it.

Last weekend I, along 
with millions of others, 

watched the Super Bowl 
halftime show. It soon 
became clear to me that 
what I saw and what oth-
ers saw were not even 
close to the same thing. 
I have learned that when 
there are strong reactions 
in opposite directions to 
an event, one of the rea-
sons is that people are not 
seeing the same thing. I 
have had to learn that, 
when this happens, the 
昀rst thing I need to do is 
listen rather than defend. 

Kendrick Lamar’s half-
time show did not speak 
to me when I saw it live. 
It is because I do not un-
derstand the language or 
the genre in which it was 
performed. I need to edu-
cate myself. I don’t think I 
will ever enjoy that type of 
music, but I can learn to 
appreciate it and listen to 
what is being said rather 
than how it is being said.

On the surface, after 
re昀ection, I noticed a few 
things. There were no 
sexually provocative cos-
tumes. The language was 
hopeful, yet honest about 
where we are as a nation. 
There were no “wardrobe 
malfunctions.” There was 
clear imagery – game 
controller and a divid-
ed American 昀ag are two 
easily seen examples.

A few years ago, a 
young man stayed with 
us for about a year. He 
attended open mic nights 
at clubs to perform his 
lyrics. After hearing some 
of them I challenged him 

a little. I suggested that 
he could do more than re-
昀ect the reality of his life. 
I suggested that he could 
use his words to fashion 
a better world while still 
acknowledging the pain. 
I saw that last Sunday 
night.

I had to slow myself 
down enough to read var-
ious reviews and talk to 
people who did not see 
what I saw. I needed some 
things explained to me. I 
don’t feel it the same way 
they do, but I now under-
stand why they do.

Here are a couple of 
thoughts to help us in 
this process of learning to 
see what others see.

“He who states his 
case 昀rst seems right,

until the other comes 
and examines him.” (Prov. 
18:17, RSV)

“Know this, my beloved 
brethren. Let every man 
be quick to hear, slow 
to speak, slow to anger.” 
(James 1:19, RSV).

And there is this gem 
from Sirach 37:8

“Be wary of a counselor,
and learn 昀rst what is 

his interest --
for he will take thought 

for himself --
lest he cast the lot 

against you.” 
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
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Do you see what I see?

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n  Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

Showing humility is critical to restoring a broken relationship
Question: I have spoken 

strong, harsh words to my 
brother over somethings he 
has done. Now, he doesn’t 
want me to visit him or talk 
to him over the phone. I miss 
visiting with him. What can 
I do to restore our relation-
ship?

Answer: In the Bible we 
昀nd Jacob bargaining for 
his brother Esau’s birthright 
(a double portion of the in-
heritance). Later he tricked 
his father Issac into giving 
him the blessing the 昀rst son 

usually got. The twin broth-
er’s relationship was sev-
ered. When Jacob sought 
forgiveness and restoration 
after years of separation, 
he showed humility. “(Ja-
cob)himself went on ahead 
and bowed down to the 
ground seven times as he 
approached his brother. But 

Esau ran to meet Jacob and 
embraced him; he threw his 
arms around his neck and 
kissed and they wept” (Gen. 
33:3, 4). Like Jacob and 
Esau, we may need reconcil-
iation with a family member. 
You both gain peace when 
restoration is fully achieved.

Here’re some possible 
ways to achieve reconcilia-
tion:

1. Take responsibility. 
Identify some destructive be-
havior you did and address 
it.

2. Take the initiative to 
reconcile your broken rela-
tionship.

3. Display humility. It’s 
necessary to humble your-
self before the one you’re 
estranged from. Humility 
opens doors to talking.

4. Forgive. If you’ve been 
hurt, choose to let go of any 
offense.

5. Give a peace offer-
ing gift. Jacob gave gifts to 
Esau, and it helped.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Bank Street was a beehive of activity
What a resilient group 

of businessmen Marion 
had in those early days 
when, more than once, 
昀re had destroyed their 
businesses. Soon after 
the devastating 昀re of 
March 25, 1905, they 
were already making 
plans to rebuild their es-
tablishments.                                

Just a few short months 
from the 昀re in June, 
Marion was rebuilding 
from the ashes and many 
new buildings and of昀ces 
were under construction.  

One that drew much of 
the attention was Bank 
Street (now East Carl-
isle Street) and what a 
busy place it was, if fact, 
a beehive of activity. On 
account of all the activ-
ity, the street was given 
the nickname of Busy Bee 
Street.

–––
Updates of buildings
On June 29, 1905, the 

brick work is almost com-
pleted on the block con-
taining James & James 
of昀ces.  (The space where 
Emily Shelby’s 
beauty shop 
used to be). 
Preparations are 
now being made 
for laying the 
foundation of the 
Hotel Crittenden, 
which will be ad-
joining James 
& James of昀ces 
on Bank Street. 
(The Hotel Crit-
tenden was what 
a lot of people 
remember as the 
Crittenden Ho-
tel.)

–––
Jenkins build-
ing and occu-

pants
By Dec. 8, 1905, the 

new Jenkins building 
was 昀nished and ready 
for occupants. (The Jen-
kins building was located 
directly behind the Mar-
ion Bank, it went to the 
alley.) There were 12 of-
昀ces on the second 昀oor 
of the Jenkins building; 
they are being occupied 
very quickly. The build-
ing was equipped with 
steam heat and electric 
lights throughout which 
made it comfortable, and 
it was commodious and 
up to date.  It was given 
the nick name of the Bee 
Hive building.

–––
Of昀ces 3 and 4 have 

been taken by dentist Dr. 
Frederick W. Nunn who 
moved in this week and is 
now pretty well straight-
ened up.  The front of昀ce 
of his suite is beautifully 
昀nished, the walls being 
of a delicate pink and 
the drop near the ceiling 
blends from the pink to a 
delicate turquoise green, 
which covers the ceiling.  
This color scheme is 昀n-
ished off with strips of 
dark mahogany beading.  
The 昀oor is varnished 

and of oil 昀nish. Dark 
green shades and full-
length cream lace cur-
tains are at the windows.  
The window seat will be 
upholstered in plush with 
hangings to match. This 
of昀ce contains a leath-
er upholstered couch, 

library table 
dressing stand 
and chairs.

The oper-
ating room 
opens to the 
left and con-
tains a beau-
tiful new 
cabinet, the 
o p e r a t i n g 
chair and a 
table. The 
color scheme 
in this room 
is dark and 
light blue. The 
walls are of 
dark blue, the 
drop between 
the walls and 
ceiling are of a 

dull orange and the ceil-
ing light blue 昀nished in 
the same way as number 
3.

Partitioned off in one 
corner of the operating 
room is a small labora-
tory, which contains the 
working materials and 
tools.

Dr. Nunn has recent-
ly added to his out昀t a 
somnoforme inhaler with 
which arrangement he is 
enabled to extract teeth 
without pain. This ar-
rangement 昀ts over the 
mouth and nose and the 
patient falls asleep in less 
than 20 seconds after 
inhaling the liquid. Dr. 
Nunn invites the public 
to call and see him in his 
new of昀ce.

–––
Of昀ce Number 5 has 

been occupied by Z. A. 
Bennett and J. B. Kev-
il. They have purchased 
the agency of the farm 
department of the Con-
tinental Fire Insurance 
Company.  Bennett, Kevil 
& Co. will write 昀re insur-
ance for the Milwaukee 
Mechanics.  

–––
Numbers 6 and 7 are 

occupied by twin broth-
ers Joe B. & James W. 
Champion and W. H. 
Clark, attorneys-at-law.

Attorneys Champion 
& Champion, who were 
temporarily working from 
an of昀ce in the Carnahan 
building on the corner of 
Main and Salem streets, 
are now in their new 
quarters. They are large 
and commodious of昀c-
es, being supplied with 
steam heat and all mod-
ern improvements.

Attorney W. H. Clark 
has also installed several 
new articles of furniture 
to his of昀ce 昀xtures in-
cluding a handsome new 
bookcase.

–––
Dr. G. E. Shively, may-

or-elect, has engaged 
and occupied number 
9. He has furnished it 
neatly and beautifully. 
The 昀oor is covered with 
a handsome drugget, 
the windows with dark 
green shades and little 
sash curtains.  The walls 
are decorated with pic-
tures tastily arranged. A 
large leather upholstered 
couch, table desk and 
chairs complete the fur-
nishing.

–––
The new of昀ces of 

The Crittenden Record 
Press has its quarters 
in this building facing 
Bank Street.  The Press 
force consisting of Rob-
ert E. Wilborn, foreman, 
Mrs. May Wilborn, El-
mer Franklin, Cleveland 
Stone, and also Valen-
tine Threlkeld, on ‘press 
days.’

–––
At McConnell’s Par-

lor Barber Shop in suite 
No. 2.  Walter McConnell, 
Winfred Sleamaker and 
Ed Shelby are there to 
please their customers.

–––
At the Marion Sad-

dlery & Harness Co., 
Dave Moore is the man in 
charge and in the room 
adjoining, M. L. Rison 
does repair work on 
shoes.  In the story above, 
Dr. George W. Stone, ccu-
list, has a suite. 

–––
H. F. Foster, who was 

one of the Bank Street 
barbers and suffered 
in the 昀re of March 25, 
has moved back into his 
new shop in the Jenkins 
Building. Mr. Foster runs 
two chairs and has added 
to his new shop a bath-
tub and appliances for 
hot and cold baths.

His wall 昀xtures are 
very pretty and most 
modern patterns, besides 
he has an elegant mug 
case with fountain at-
tached, a shining chair, 
and his lobby chairs are 
very comfortable and are 
similar to the late of昀ce 
pattern.

–––
Across the alley, the 

new Haynes and Taylor’s 
Drug Store was complet-
ed in the post of昀ce build-
ing.  On its opening day, 
it had over 500 ladies 
come in and register for 
a nice box of Freeman’s 
face powder or a bottle 
of delicate perfume. Cur-
tis Asher presided over 
the soda fountain, and 
he was kept busing all 
day and night serving ice 
cream, Coco Cola, phos-
phates, and other good-
ies.

–––
The new Post Of昀ce 

building (where Marion 
Dry Cleaners operated 
for many years) was also 
completed and open for 
business.  In the postal 
building of昀ces were Miss 
Mary Cameron, Mrs. 
Henrie Lamb and Miss 
Leaffa Wilborn, who is 
the Wall Street Agent for 
the Record-Press.

 A party who kept 
count one day recently 
estimated that not less 
than 1,000 people en-
tered the buildings at the 
various shops and places 
of business on this street 
during the 24 hours, and 
they were hunting every-
thing from a copy of the 
Crittenden Record-Press 
to a set of teeth on a good 
plate. Sometimes there 

are a dozen at one time 
in Dr. Nunn’s of昀ce and 
equally as many in Mc-
Connell’s barber shop.

–––
These businessmen and 

their shops were indeed 
out to make their places of 
business the best around, 
and they were glad to be 
back in business after 
having only temporary 
quarters to work in after 
the 昀re. 

The barbershops were 
open from 8:00 a.m. until 

8:00 p.m. and on Satur-
day night they were open 
until 12:00 a.m.  

–––
Marion was an exciting, 

busy and growing town 
during this time in history.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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This advertisement from The Crittenden Press in 1911 
showed the places of business located on Busy Bee 
Street.

Carlisle Street in 2003, before remodeling was done and a new front applied. Of昀ces  
were located on the street level and also upstairs. The building on the right was known 
as the post of昀ce building and beside it  were several of昀ce spaces in use.

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

agriculture
5x6 hay bales for sale, 
starting at $45 per roll. Ad-
ditional hay stored inside, 
call for pricing. Delivery 
available. (270) 704-0886. 
(8t-9 p)

for rent
1 bedroom (small) ef昀cien-
cy apartment, includes all 
utilities, $400/month and 
$400 deposit. Call (270) 
704-3234. (4-tfc) je

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-16-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on February 12, 2025, 
Sally Mahoney of 120 
Daytona St., Paducah, 
KY 42002 was appointed 
executrix of Tom Chase 
McKenney, deceased, 
whose address was 1212 
Bridwell Loop, Marion, KY 

42064. Robert Frazer, 200 
S. MIn St., Marion, KY 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 13th 
day of August, 2025, and 
all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Meliss Guill, Clerk (1t-7-c)

bid notice
BID FOR HEATING AND 
AIR UNIT INSTALLATION
The Livingston County 
Cooperative Extension 
Of昀ce in Smithland, KY 
is accepting bids for new 
dual fuel heating and air 
units to be installed in an 
existing building. Bids will 
be accepted until Febru-
ary 28, 2025.
Job can be seen/as-
sessed on-sight at the 
Livingston County Coop-
erative Extension Of昀ce 
located at 803
U.S. 60 East, Smithland, 
KY 42081 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. Job must be started 
within 15-30 days of the 
time the bid is accept-
ed and agreed upon by 
both parties. Detailed, 
itemized bids should be 
delivered in-person or by 
mail (Livingston County 
Extension District Board, 
P.O. Box 189, Smithland, 
KY 42081) no later than 
February 28, 2025 by 
4:30 p.m. For questions, 
please call 270-928-2168 
or email Joni Phelps at jk-
barr3@uky.edu. The Col-
lege of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment is an 
Equal Opportunity Organi-
zation with respect to ed-
ucation and employment 
and authorization to pro-
vide research, education 
information and other ser-
vices only to individuals 
and institutions that func-
tion without regard to eco-
nomic or social status and 
will not discriminate on the 
bases of race, color, eth-
nic origin, creed, religion, 
political belief, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender iden-
tity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, 
veteran status, or physical 
or mental disability. Inqui-
ries regarding compliance 
with Title VI and Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Ed-
ucational Amendments, 
Section 504 of the Re-
habilitation Act and other 
related matter should be 
directed to Equal Oppor-
tunity Of昀ce, College of 
Agriculture, Food and En-
vironment, University of 
Kentucky, Room S-105, 
Agriculture Science Build-
ing, North Lexington, Ken-
tucky 40546. (2t-8-c)

statewide 
ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB

KYANA GIANT INDOOR 
Swap Meet. 58th Year! 
Sat. March 8 • 8am - 6pm; 
Sun. March 9 • 8am - 
4pm. KY Exposition Cen-
ter, Louisville, KY. 7 Acres, 
1150 Spaces Inside, Heat 
& Air. 100 Space outside 
car corral. Admission 
$10. Children under 12 
Free. Info: www.kyanas-
wapmeet.com or Chester 
Robinson, 502-619-2916; 
Maureen Vannatta 502-
619-2917
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-287-
5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The latest iPhone Ev-
ery Year On Us! 855-841-
2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982
GENERATORS

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most 
powerful home standby 
generators available. In-
dustry-leading compre-
hensive warranty - 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly 
made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-
548-2927.
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of 
the property when con-
necting.

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
WARNING: Your home 
may need new Siding, 
Windows or Roofs. SAVE 
MONEY before the hur-
ricane drives prices back 
up and it’s to late.  Huge 
Discounts & Financing 
available. 800-350-0591 
to learn more.
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water 
damage. No more ladder 
accidents. Get LeafGuard 
today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. 
Financing available. 20% 
off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-866-850-6999
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 3/30/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-888-841-2035
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, 
restroom. Of昀ce desks 
furnished. Located ½ mile 

from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200 per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press As-
sociation, 502-223-8821.
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little 
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-
548-7486
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 
disability bene昀ts if you 
are between 52-63 years 
old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condi-
tion that prevents you 
from working for a year 
or more. Call now! 1-877-
548-7946
STEAKS/WINE

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Pack-
age makes a great gift and 
comes with 8 FREE Burg-
ers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-395-9131 and men-
tion code 77318CZL  or 
visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9671
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY $79.99 
(plus s/h.) Save $160! 

12 new wine selections 
plus a FREE $25 Omaha 
Steaks E-reward card ev-
ery three months. Cancel 
anytime. 100% guarantee! 
Call 1-844-740-5945 and 
mention code AGJF002 
or visit www.GetOSWine.
com/sip169
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



BASKETBALL 

UPCOMING GAMES  
Around the Fifth District 

BOYS 
Feb 20 Livingston at Mayfield 
Feb 20 Lyon at Calloway County 
Feb 21 Rockets host Hopkins Central 
Feb 21 Livingston hosts Caldwell Co. 

GIRLS 
Feb 20 Livingston at Mayfield 
Feb 20 Crittenden hosts McLean Co. 
Feb 21 Livingston hosts Caldwell Co. 
Feb 21 Trigg at Graves County 
 

Fifth District Standings 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           5-1       19-7 
Lyon County                    5-1       19-8 
Livingston Central           1-5       9-16 
Trigg County                    1-5       7-19 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    6-0       21-6 
Livingston Central           3-3       8-18 
Trigg County                    3-3       8-19 
Crittenden County           0-6       0-25 

  Through Sunday 

5th District Tournaments 

   Ties in Fifth District standings were 
broken using RPI rankings as of 
Wednesday of this week. At Press 
time, it appeared that Crittenden’s girls 
and Livingston’s boys would prevail in 
tie-breakers based on RPI. If so, the 
district schedule will be as below.  

GIRLS 
At Trigg County 

Monday, Feb. 24 
*Crittenden Co. vs Trigg County, 6pm 
*Lyon County vs Livingston, 7:30pm 
Thursday, Feb. 27 
Championship, 7pm 

*Could change based on RPI 
 

BOYS 
At Trigg County 

Tuesday, Feb. 25 
Lyon County vs Crittenden Co., 6pm 
Livingston Central vs Trigg Co., 7:30pm 
Friday, Feb. 28 
Championship, 7pm 

 

2nd Region Tournaments 

GIRLS 
At Christian County 

Monday, March 3 
Opening round games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Tuesday, March 4 
Opening round games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Friday, March 7 
Semifinal games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Saturday, March 8 
Championship, 6pm 
 

BOYS 
At Madisonville 

Wednesday, March 5 
Opening round games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Thursday, March 6 
Opening round games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Tuesday, March 11 
Semifinal games, 6pm & 7:30pm 
Tuesday, March 18 
Championship, 7pm 

 
SOCCER 

Registration under way 

   Crittenden Youth Soccer Association 
(CYSA) is now accepting registration 
for the spring 2025 season. Divisions 
are available for players born between 
2013 and 2022, with fees ranging from 
$55 to $65 depending on the age 
group. A $10 discount is offered for 
families with multiple children. Prac-
tices for 12U and 10U teams begin the 
week of March 10, with an end-of-sea-
son tournament scheduled for May 10 
in Lyon County. Practices for 4U, 6U 
and 8U teams start the week of March 
24, with games concluding the week 
of May 5. All players are required to 
have a ball, cleats and shin guards. 
For more information, contact Sum-
mer Gardner at (270) 704-9999 or 
Brittney Buell-Schneider at (270) 969-
1721. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Raccoon                        Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Raccoon Trapping      Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 
Bobcat                        Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Squirrel Fall                Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Canada Goose           Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Duck                             Dec. 7 - Jan. 31 
Wild Turkey Youth                     April 5-6 
Wild Turkey                  April 12 - May 4 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
CrittendenPress/youtube.com 
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STAFF REPORT 
With one game left in the regular sea-

son on Friday, it looks like Crittenden 
County may go winless unless the boys 
can upset Hopkins Central (10-15). 

The Rockets were to have played Hop-
kinsville on Tuesday, but that game was 
canceled. Hopkins Central has beaten 
CCHS nine of last 11 times the teams 
have met. 

Crittenden will play No. 1 seed Lyon 
County in next week’s Fifth District 
Tournament. 
Trojans drop 15 threes 

Webster County’s long-range aerial 
bombardment of three pointers Friday 
night punched the lights out early as 
Crittenden County fell 73-30 on the 
road. 

The Trojans dropped 15 treys en route 
to the blowout victory, their sixth 
straight victory over the Rockets dating 
back to 2022. Webster improved 10-15 
on the season. 

Meanwhile, the Rockets got double-
digit scoring from Coby LaRue, who led 
the team with 10 points. CCHS is 0-25 
on the season.  

 
Crittenden County    3     14    20  30 
Webster County      20    34    55  73 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 10, Porter 6, Dayberry 3, 
Cowsert, Stevenson, Poindexter 2, Ellington 4, Mur-
ray, Jones 2, B.Poindexter 3, Myers. 3-pointers 4 
(LaRue 3, Dayberry). FT 9-9. 
WEBSTER – Bardwell 14, Pumps 4, Hardison, Davis 
14, McDyer 10, Phelps 5, Alstadt 13, Newton 1, 
Hardrick 4, Messamore 2. 3-pointers 15. FT 6-12. 

STAFF REPORT  
The Lady Rockets were 

scheduled to play Madis-
onville early this week, but 
that game appeared in jeop-
ardy at press time. This 
week’s newspaper had an 
early deadline due to the 
weather forecast, so please 
see The Press Online for fur-
ther sports details. 
Henderson wins by 10 

Once under the hump it 
can be difficult to get over it. 
And so it was Thursday as 
Crittenden County fell behind 
early and was never able to 
fully close the gap down the 
stretch in a 70-60 home loss 
to Henderson County. 

It was a showdown of the 
region’s top two teams based 
on KHSAA RPI power ratings, 
but Crittenden was playing 
less than full strength with 
guard Elliot Evans still out 
with an ankle injury. Despite 
the loss, the Lady Rockets 
made a game of it, closing to 
within four points in the sec-
ond half. 

CCHS jumped out to a 6-0 
lead after the jump, but the 
Lady Colonels (22-4) reeled 
off a 15-0 run that proved too 
deep for Crittenden to over-
come. HCHS got several sec-
ond and third chance 
buckets in the first half and 
led by as many as 15 before 
Crittenden rallied late in the 
opening half and settled for a 
seven-point halftime deficit. 

An offensive spurt in the 
third allowed CCHS (19-7) to 
move to within four right be-
fore Henderson reeled off the 
fatal blow with a run that put 
it ahead by 18 heading into 
the final frame. There, how-
ever, Crittenden closed the 
gap and coach Shannon 
Hodge appeared somewhat 
content that her girls were 
able to make a game of it 
down the stretch. 

Anna Boone led three Crit-
tenden girls in double-figure 
scoring with 19 points. Jor-
dyn Hodge had 18 and An-
drea Federico a dozen. 

It was the first time in 10 
years that Crittenden had 
played so closely with Hen-
derson, yet it was the first 
time this season that the 
Lady Rockets had lost two 
straight. The teams could 
very well meet again in the re-

gional tournament. 
 

Henderson Co.       22    38    58  70 
Crittenden Co.        13    31    42  60 
HENDERSON – Locher 7, Hall 2, Gish, 
Kemp 4, Rideout 22, Cansler 9, Green 
19, Gibson 7. 3-pointers 5 (Cansler 3, 
Gibson, Locher). FT 7-7. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 19, Hodge 18, 
Federico 12, Rushing 5, Stewart 1, 
Holeman 5, Berry, Champion. 3-point-
ers 4 (Hodge 2, Holeman, Rushing). 
FT 16-22.

Lady Rocket junior Georgia Holeman works against a Henderson County defender.

Emmitt Ellington (above left) and Hudson 
Stokes (directly above) are among sev-
eral freshmen who have been called upon 
to fill key varsity roles during this chal-
lenging season for Crittenden County.

Lady Rockets lose by 10 to Henderson

Rockets have one game left

An emotional tale of two 
knees and a hungry heart
STAFF REPORT 

After nearly two years away 
from the game she loves, 
Crittenden County High 
School junior Chloe Hunt 
made an inspiring return to 
the basketball court Thurs-
day night in a JV game 
against Henderson County. 
The emotions of the moment 
overwhelmed her as she 
stepped onto the court for the 
first time. 

“I was very nervous and I 
got emotional when I first 
went in during the second 
quarter,” Hunt revealed. “I 
had tears falling, but nobody 
said they noticed. I was nerv-
ous, shaking, but I was so ex-
cited to be out there.” 

Hunt's basketball career 
was derailed during the sum-
mer before her sophomore 
year when severe knee 
swelling led to the discovery 
of a serious condition. Her 
growth plates had begun 
closing down on the cartilage 
in her knees, cutting off blood 
supply to the bones. Years of 
playing through knee pain, 
initially diagnosed as Os-
good-Schlatter disease in fifth 
grade, had taken their toll. 

The road to recovery in-
cluded multiple surgeries on 
both knees, beginning with 
an osteochondral allograft 
transplant on her right knee 
in January 2024, followed by 
the same procedure on her 
left knee in April. Additional 
procedures were required, in-
cluding a scope in September 
to address persistent pain 
and swelling. Even after 
steroid treatments and ongo-
ing physical therapy, the 
path forward remained un-
certain. 

“I have hit a lot of road 
blocks and I have bounced 
back,” Hunt said. “I am still 

in a lot of pain, but we're 
going to see if I can play 
through it.” 

Through it all, Hunt re-
mained dedicated to her 
team, refusing to step away 
despite her mother Megan's 
concerns about the emotional 
toll it was taking.  

“It's been excruciating... 
She's been through some re-
ally low moments,” Megan 
Hunt shared through tears. 

The emotional weight of 
being sidelined has been par-
ticularly challenging.  

“I have just tried to stay 
positive and that's what I 
showed to everybody, but I 
was keeping a lot to myself,” 
she admitted.  

Being unable to play with 
her closest friends and team-
mates hit her especially hard.  

“I'm proud of them. I really 
am. They're doing a lot of 
great things and I just wish I 
could be out there with 
them.” 

Mom thought for a time 
that her daughter might be 

best served to step away for a 
while. 

“Not that I don't want her to 
be part of the team, but just 
watching the torture... I just 
felt like she was torturing 
herself,” her mother said.  
“It's hard to sit there, right 
down there beside her and 
know what she is going 
through.” 

Megan Hunt is the team’s 
scorekeeper and is right be-
side the team bench game 
after game; her daughter 
nearby, idled by pain in her 
knees and even greater pain 
in her heart. 

Yet Chloe's persistence 
paid off. The moment she 
stepped back on the court 
last week, it brought joy to 
everyone in attendance. 
Though admittedly out of 
game shape, her performance 
exceeded expectations. Her 
mother noted the immediate 
change in her daughter's de-
meanor. 

“She was like a totally dif-
ferent kid... just seeing that 

smile, that spark back. It 
helped my heart a lot,” her 
mother explained. 

With her doctor's blessing 
to play within her pain toler-
ance, Hunt plans to continue 
practicing and working her 
way back, supported by what 
her mother calls their “amaz-
ing basketball family” known 
as Rocket Nation. She's al-
ready looking ahead, deter-
mined to make a full 
comeback with the varsity 
team. Before the surgeries, 
Hunt was projected as the 
team’s starting point guard. 

“I plan to be on the floor 
next year,” she declared. 

“We really want to thank 
everyone for all of the 
prayers, the support, the 
thoughts and well wishes and 
everybody in the whole 
Rocket Nation,” Megan 
added. "They've been just 
amazing throughout this for 
her. We could never repay 
any of that.” 

After two knee surgeries and continued 
difficulties during recovery, Chloe Hunt 
pulled on No. 34 and was back on the 
court for the first time since 2022.
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CCES Writing Contest Winners 

HOLES 
Continued from page 1 

tinue to rise with each batch pur-
chased. For some chip and seal roads 
that have extensively deteriorated, the 
county has found it more effective to 
spread new rock rather than attempt 
individual pothole repairs. 

One major project on the county's 
radar is Nunn Switch Road, where 
crews plan to completely rebuild the 
base before laying a new topping when 
the weather breaks later this year. 
However, difficult weather conditions 
have delayed a good bit of the recon-
struction work. 

Meanwhile, in Marion, City Adminis-
trator Diane Ford-Benningfield reports 
that city crews are addressing potholes 
on municipal streets such as Old Mor-
ganfield Road, North College and 
Chapel Hill, though their efforts are 
constrained by ongoing winter storm 
cleanup. Marion and Crittenden 
County recently received an extension 
on their state of emergency declaration 
through May 5 for storm recovery ef-
forts. The city administrator said crews 
are concentrating efforts on cleaning 
up storm debris, trying to beat the May 
deadline. 

The city announced last week that it 
will be moving forward with its 2024-25 
paving plans, with approximately 
$200,000 in its municipal aid fund, of 
which $65,000 will be reserved for 
emergencies. The City Council will re-
view priority streets in March before 
opening the project for bids, with 
paving work expected to begin in late 
fall. 

Several city streets, including por-
tions of West Elm, Poplar, and North 
Maple, will be temporarily removed 

from the paving list due to ongoing wa-
terline replacement projects funded by 
grant money. These areas will be 
repaved after the waterline work is 
completed. 

Both city and county officials encour-
age residents to remain patient as they 
balance immediate repairs with longer-
term maintenance plans and storm re-
covery efforts. The county plans to use 
hot mix asphalt during summer 
months, which typically provides more 
durable repairs than cold mix alterna-
tives that are used to patch holes right 
now. 

Second grade Love My School Writing Con-
test winners were (from left) first place Eas-
ton Burton and second place Dawson 
Curtis. 

First grade Love My School Writing Contest winners were 
(from left) second place Alexandria Vasquez, first place 
Bentley Gilbo and third place Jolea Sigler. 

Third grade Love My School Writing Contest winners were 
(from left) second place Hadley Sherer, first place Chase 
Winders and third place Annalese Maraman.

Kindergarten Love My School Writing Con-
test winners were (from left) first place  
Cooper Atchison and third place Caison 
Young. Not pictured was second place Ava 
Beard. 

Fourth grade Love My School Writing Contest winners were 
(from left) second place  Braylen Brown, third place Jasely 
Guess and first place Chelsey Lynch. 

Fifth grade Love My School Writing Contest winners were 
(from left) second place EmmaShae Holland, first place  
Adrianna Adamson and third place Kynslee Shepherd. 

Welcome Home 
Grant Program

Receive up to $20,000 toward 
your new home purchase!*

*For qualified buyers, 
grant funds are limited
NMLS #498528

NMLS #1457385

Opens March 3rd 
Call Charlie for details. 

270.965.1222

LIST OF STREETS 
Currently on City Priority Repair List 

•South Blackburn from US 60 to Marion 
Country Club entrance. 
•West Carlisle from a 4-way stop to South 
Weldon. 
•North College from First Street to Second 
Street. 
•East Elm Street from South Main to South 
College. 
•E. Mound Park from North Main to North 
College. 
•Intersection of Cherry and Rochester 
streets. 
•Keeling from Travis to Bridwell Loop. 
•Travis from Keeling to North Yandell. 
•Through Greenwood Heights starting at 
Harmon Drive to Summit to Hillcrest and 
Whipperwill to city limit (this is a cut 
through from Fords Ferry Road to US 60 
East). 
•Moore Street from US 60 West to just past 
Crittenden County Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center, and to include part of alley be-
tween Moore and US 641 near the former 
Free Will Church.

Crittenden County’s little league program has gotten quality game experi-
ence against area opponents this season. Clockwise from left are Knox 
Champion alongside teammate Eli Taylor and Mason Williams in a recent 
win over Livingston County and Addie Nelson and Aria Kirk during a win 
over Trigg County.

5-6 grade 
Rockets 
hoops

Get The Press on Your Phone!
Get The Press at Noon on Wednesday 

PRINT SUBSCRIBERS CAN CONVERT AND SAVE $ 
Call us for information at 270-965-3191
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STAFF REPORT 
A Florida man with a lengthy 

criminal history is facing fed-
eral firearms charges following 
a violent domestic incident at a 
Crittenden County camp-
ground last October.  

Davie Julian Rodriguez, 31, 
was indicted Feb. 11 by a fed-
eral grand jury in the Western 
District of Kentucky for being a 
felon in possession of a 
firearm. 

The charges stem from an in-
cident at Riverview Park in 
Crittenden County, where 
Sheriff Evan Head responded 

to a domestic 
violence call on 
Oct. 20. Upon 
arrival at the 
campsite along 
the Ohio River, 
Sheriff Head 
was directed to 
a camper 
where a woman 
was reportedly 
being held 
against her will. 

According to court testi-
mony, the sheriff observed Ro-
driguez through a window 
sitting at a table with a loaded 

magazine nearby. The victim, a 
woman from Marion, was 
bleeding and begging to be re-
leased while Rodriguez al-
legedly threatened her life. 
Sheriff Head entered the 
camper with his service 
weapon drawn and ordered the 
victim to leave the camper. 

During the subsequent ar-
rest and search, authorities 
discovered four firearms in the 
camper, including a loaded 
Glock Model 17 9mm semiau-
tomatic pistol with a round in 
the chamber. The search also 
revealed evidence of violence, 

including blood spatter on the 
walls and pools of blood on the 
floor. Additional firearms, pre-
packaged marijuana and sus-
pected fentanyl and oxycodone 
were found in Rodriguez's 
truck. 

The victim reported that Ro-
driguez had held her captive in 
the camper, pressed a hand-
gun to her head and threat-
ened to kill her. Sheriff Head 
testified that she showed signs 
consistent with strangulation. 

Rodriguez's criminal history 
includes a 2015 federal convic-
tion in Miami for being a felon 

in possession of a firearm, as 
well as 2012 state convictions 
in Miami-Dade County for bur-
glary of an unoccupied 
dwelling and grand theft. If 
convicted on the new federal 
firearms charge, Rodriguez 
faces up to 15 years in federal 
prison and a fine of up to 
$250,000, according to federal 
court records. 

Charges in Crittenden 
County related to the case are 
expected to be dismissed in 
light of the federal indictment. 
A determination will be made 
next month. 

Feds charge Florida man in connection with campground case 

Rodriguez

STAFF REPORT 
Eleven cases were 

heard in Crittenden 
Cirucit Court last week 
with sentences imposed 
or recommended and 
probation revocations is-
sued in three of those. 
One case was set for trial 
late next month. 

•A case involving 
Jonathan Richard Luis 
Kentfield, 41, of Marion 
was set for trial on March 
31. A pretrial hearing will 
be held on March 13. 
Kentfield was indicted 
last year on felony 
charges of procurement 
or promotion of a minor 
under the age of 12 in-
volving sexual or other 
prohibited activities 
(electronic means) and 
distribution of obscene 
material to a minor, first 
offense. 

Kentucky State Police 
investigated the matter. 
The police citation says 
that the investigating of-
ficer received a complaint 
about the situation that 
reportedly occurred on 
Aug. 23, 2023. As part of 
the probe, Kentfield’s 
smartphone was confis-
cated and searched. On 
it, police allege that sex-
ually explicit material 
was found and that ma-
terial was alleged to have 
been sent to an 11-year-
old girl. Police also stated 
that evidence of the situ-
ation was found in the 
victim’s journal. 

•Carla Belt, 51, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to 
felony charges of first-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment and possession of a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening, resisting ar-
rest, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
Court records indicate 
that on Oct. 6, Belt 
threatened to shoot re-
sponding lawmen during 
an incident in rural Crit-
tenden County. The de-
fendant had also pointed 
a shotgun at a man in 
the parking lot of Mexico 
Baptist Church. Authori-
ties were summoned to 
the scene, and Belt had 
barricaded herself inside 
a nearby residence. Ac-
cording to court records, 
Belt then allegedly made 
threats against the re-
sponding officers. In 
time, Belt was forcefully 
removed from the resi-
dence, at which point a 
shotgun was discovered, 
according to police re-
ports. 

Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady sentenced Belt to 
one year for wanton en-
dangerment and one year 
for possession of meth, 
along with 365 days on 
the other charges. The 
time will run consecu-
tively for a one-year sen-
tence. Probation was 
denied. 

•Levi Brennan, 27, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
a number of charges and 

was sentenced to nine 
years in prison, which 
will run consecutive to 
more than eight years he 
is currently serving for 
other convictions. 

Brennan’s charges 
from the two cases set-
tled last week stem from 
theft, a police chase, and 
eventual apprehension 
by local law enforcement 
back in October 2023. He 
was sentenced to five 
years on two charges of 
being a felon in posses-
sion of a handgun, four 
years for stealing a 
firearm, and four years 
on possession of 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e . 
Other misdemeanor 
charges amounted to two 
years. Some of the time 
will run concurrent, and 
some consecutive, for a 
total of nine years. 

•Colton Stephens, 23, 
of Henderson entered an 
Alford plea to a felony 
charge of abuse of a child 
(12 or under) and was 
sentenced to 18 months 
in prison, with the time 
to run consecutive to 
other felony cases in 
Henderson and Union 
counties, which will re-
sult in a 9½-year cumu-
lative sentence. 

•Leroy Yoder, 35, of 
Marion pleaded guilty 
and was sentenced on 
three felony charges, in-
cluding two counts of 
third-degree rape (victim 
under age 14) and one 
count of first-degree sex-
ual abuse. An investiga-
tion by Kentucky State 
Police led to the charges, 
and Yoder was indicted 
in November 2023. 

Court records say that 
in November 2022, Yoder 
had intercourse with two 
alleged victims under the 
age of 14. Another victim 
under the age of 16, ac-
cording to court records, 
was allegedly subjected 
to “sexual contact” by the 
defendant. 

Judge Heady sen-
tenced Yoder to one year 
on each count, with the 
time to run concurrently. 
Yoder was taken into 
custody to begin serving 
the sentence. The Com-
monwealth’s attorney op-
posed probation in the 
case. 

A companion case 
against Vernon Yoder, 
38, of Marion was contin-
ued until May. 

•Sara Riley, 36, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to a 
felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanors for hin-
dering apprehension, 
possession of marijuana, 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Riley ini-
tially found herself under 
investigation for hinder-
ing apprehension of 
Chris McKinley, who was 
wanted by police in two 
other cases. When ar-

rested, Riley was in pos-
session of the drugs and 
paraphernalia. She was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and lesser 
time on the other 
charges. The sentences 
will run consecutively for 
a total of three years. 

•Rebecca Rednour, 36, 
of Hopkinsville pleaded 
guilty to first-degree pos-
session of a controlled 
substance (hy-
drocodone), attempting 
to promote contraband, 
and tampering with 
physical evidence, as well 
as a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She is ac-
cused of attempting to 
introduce contraband to 
the Crittenden County 
Detention Center on 
Sept. 17 by trying to toss 
drugs over a wall and 
into the recreation area. 
Upon a plea agreement, 
the Commonwealth is 
recommending a one-
year cumulative sen-
tence. Rednour will be 
formally sentenced on 
March 13. 

•An auto theft case 
against Destinee E. Clay-
comb, 29, of West Point, 
Ky., was dismissed be-
cause she faces a felony 
charge based on the 
same incident in Liv-
ingston County, from 
where the auto was 
stolen. To continue pros-
ecution in both cases 
would constitute double 
jeopardy, said Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Wes Hunt. 

•Probation was revoked 
for Arianna Page Hagan, 
25, of Maceo, Ky., who 
admitted to violating the 
terms of her probation by 
leaving a rehab facility 
before her treatment was 
complete. She had origi-
nally been convicted here 
in 2023 on drug charges. 
Based on a number of 
mitigating circum-
stances, the Common-
wealth did not oppose 
further probation and a 
return to treatment. 

•Christina M. Abeg-
glen, 40, of Marion had 
her pretrial diversion set 
aside for violating the 
terms of her early release 
on an embezzlement con-
viction in 2024. She ad-
mitted to relapsing and 
doing drugs. The court 
ordered a 60-day sanc-
tion and will re-sentence 
her in the original case, 
which carries a term of 
five years. Sentencing 
will be on April 10. 

•William D. Sherer, 51, 
of Marion had his proba-
tion revoked in two 
cases, both involving 
drugs. Sherer admitted 
to the judge that he had 
used meth in violation of 
the terms of his proba-
tion. He was ordered to 
complete a five-year and 
one-year sentence in 
cases from 2021 and 
2023, respectively.

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Judge Heady sets one case for trial; 
determines sentencing in 10 others

STAFF REPORT 

Kenneth Brian Fitzgerald, 47, has 
been sentenced to 19 years and 10 
months in federal prison for drug traf-
ficking and firearms offenses, follow-
ing a hearing in the U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Kentucky. 

Fitzgerald, who previously pleaded 
guilty to two counts of methampheta-
mine distribution and two counts of 
being a felon in possession of 
firearms, received a sentence slightly 
higher than the minimum proposed in 
his plea agreement. The offenses oc-
curred in late July and August 2023 in 
Crittenden and Muhlenberg counties. 

The sentence, handed down by the 
federal court in January and formally 
ordered last week, includes a five-
year supervised release period follow-
ing imprisonment.  

During the investigation, local au-
thorities discovered significant quan-

tities of methamphetamine and multi-
ple firearms at Fitzgerald's residence.  

Under terms of his sentence, 
Fitzgerald must comply with standard 
and special conditions during his su-
pervised release, including mandatory 
drug testing, substance abuse treat-
ment and strict prohibitions on firearm 
possession. While the court waived 
fines due to his inability to pay, 
Fitzgerald must pay a $400 assess-
ment fee through a structured pay-
ment plan during his incarceration. 

The sentence represents a signifi-
cant reduction from the initial guide-
line range of 30 years to life 
imprisonment. Fitzgerald will serve his 
sentence without the possibility of pa-
role. 

Similar state charges in Crittenden 
County were dismissed last week in 
light of the federal sentencing.

Fitzgerald gets almost 
20 years in federal case

PAPER 
Continued from page 1 

local journalism alive. Every dollar in-
vested in this newspaper helps us up-
hold our commitment to delivering the 
news that matters most to you. We 
pledge our fullest commitment to con-
tinued efforts to put our readers first 
and to cover local news, sports and 
events that matter to you. 

Without this increase, which will also 
affect subscribers, and more advertis-
ing revenue, the days of having a home-
town newspaper may be limited. We 

appreciate the opportunity to have 
served this community for decades and 
we want to continue. Your help is val-
ued and quite frankly, it is needed now 
more than ever. 

Thank you for standing by us 
through thick and thin. Together, we 
can ensure that our community’s sto-
ries continue to be told for years to 
come. 

 
 
Chris Evans has been editor of The Press for 

more than 30 years. You can reach him via email 
at  thepress@the-press.com. 
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STAFF REPORT 
A Florida man with a lengthy 

criminal history is facing fed-
eral firearms charges following 
a violent domestic incident at a 
Crittenden County camp-
ground last October.  

Davie Julian Rodriguez, 31, 
was indicted Feb. 11 by a fed-
eral grand jury in the Western 
District of Kentucky for being a 
felon in possession of a 
firearm. 

The charges stem from an in-
cident at Riverview Park in 
Crittenden County, where 
Sheriff Evan Head responded 

to a domestic 
violence call on 
Oct. 20. Upon 
arrival at the 
campsite along 
the Ohio River, 
Sheriff Head 
was directed to 
a camper 
where a woman 
was reportedly 
being held 
against her will. 

According to court testi-
mony, the sheriff observed Ro-
driguez through a window 
sitting at a table with a loaded 

magazine nearby. The victim, a 
woman from Marion, was 
bleeding and begging to be re-
leased while Rodriguez al-
legedly threatened her life. 
Sheriff Head entered the 
camper with his service 
weapon drawn and ordered the 
victim to leave the camper. 

During the subsequent ar-
rest and search, authorities 
discovered four firearms in the 
camper, including a loaded 
Glock Model 17 9mm semiau-
tomatic pistol with a round in 
the chamber. The search also 
revealed evidence of violence, 

including blood spatter on the 
walls and pools of blood on the 
floor. Additional firearms, pre-
packaged marijuana and sus-
pected fentanyl and oxycodone 
were found in Rodriguez's 
truck. 

The victim reported that Ro-
driguez had held her captive in 
the camper, pressed a hand-
gun to her head and threat-
ened to kill her. Sheriff Head 
testified that she showed signs 
consistent with strangulation. 

Rodriguez's criminal history 
includes a 2015 federal convic-
tion in Miami for being a felon 

in possession of a firearm, as 
well as 2012 state convictions 
in Miami-Dade County for bur-
glary of an unoccupied 
dwelling and grand theft. If 
convicted on the new federal 
firearms charge, Rodriguez 
faces up to 15 years in federal 
prison and a fine of up to 
$250,000, according to federal 
court records. 

Charges in Crittenden 
County related to the case are 
expected to be dismissed in 
light of the federal indictment. 
A determination will be made 
next month. 

Feds charge Florida man in connection with campground case 

Rodriguez

STAFF REPORT 
Eleven cases were 

heard in Crittenden 
Cirucit Court last week 
with sentences imposed 
or recommended and 
probation revocations is-
sued in three of those. 
One case was set for trial 
late next month. 

•A case involving 
Jonathan Richard Luis 
Kentfield, 41, of Marion 
was set for trial on March 
31. A pretrial hearing will 
be held on March 13. 
Kentfield was indicted 
last year on felony 
charges of procurement 
or promotion of a minor 
under the age of 12 in-
volving sexual or other 
prohibited activities 
(electronic means) and 
distribution of obscene 
material to a minor, first 
offense. 

Kentucky State Police 
investigated the matter. 
The police citation says 
that the investigating of-
ficer received a complaint 
about the situation that 
reportedly occurred on 
Aug. 23, 2023. As part of 
the probe, Kentfield’s 
smartphone was confis-
cated and searched. On 
it, police allege that sex-
ually explicit material 
was found and that ma-
terial was alleged to have 
been sent to an 11-year-
old girl. Police also stated 
that evidence of the situ-
ation was found in the 
victim’s journal. 

•Carla Belt, 51, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to 
felony charges of first-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment and possession of a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor charges of 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening, resisting ar-
rest, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
Court records indicate 
that on Oct. 6, Belt 
threatened to shoot re-
sponding lawmen during 
an incident in rural Crit-
tenden County. The de-
fendant had also pointed 
a shotgun at a man in 
the parking lot of Mexico 
Baptist Church. Authori-
ties were summoned to 
the scene, and Belt had 
barricaded herself inside 
a nearby residence. Ac-
cording to court records, 
Belt then allegedly made 
threats against the re-
sponding officers. In 
time, Belt was forcefully 
removed from the resi-
dence, at which point a 
shotgun was discovered, 
according to police re-
ports. 

Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady sentenced Belt to 
one year for wanton en-
dangerment and one year 
for possession of meth, 
along with 365 days on 
the other charges. The 
time will run consecu-
tively for a one-year sen-
tence. Probation was 
denied. 

•Levi Brennan, 27, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
a number of charges and 

was sentenced to nine 
years in prison, which 
will run consecutive to 
more than eight years he 
is currently serving for 
other convictions. 

Brennan’s charges 
from the two cases set-
tled last week stem from 
theft, a police chase, and 
eventual apprehension 
by local law enforcement 
back in October 2023. He 
was sentenced to five 
years on two charges of 
being a felon in posses-
sion of a handgun, four 
years for stealing a 
firearm, and four years 
on possession of 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e . 
Other misdemeanor 
charges amounted to two 
years. Some of the time 
will run concurrent, and 
some consecutive, for a 
total of nine years. 

•Colton Stephens, 23, 
of Henderson entered an 
Alford plea to a felony 
charge of abuse of a child 
(12 or under) and was 
sentenced to 18 months 
in prison, with the time 
to run consecutive to 
other felony cases in 
Henderson and Union 
counties, which will re-
sult in a 9½-year cumu-
lative sentence. 

•Leroy Yoder, 35, of 
Marion pleaded guilty 
and was sentenced on 
three felony charges, in-
cluding two counts of 
third-degree rape (victim 
under age 14) and one 
count of first-degree sex-
ual abuse. An investiga-
tion by Kentucky State 
Police led to the charges, 
and Yoder was indicted 
in November 2023. 

Court records say that 
in November 2022, Yoder 
had intercourse with two 
alleged victims under the 
age of 14. Another victim 
under the age of 16, ac-
cording to court records, 
was allegedly subjected 
to “sexual contact” by the 
defendant. 

Judge Heady sen-
tenced Yoder to one year 
on each count, with the 
time to run concurrently. 
Yoder was taken into 
custody to begin serving 
the sentence. The Com-
monwealth’s attorney op-
posed probation in the 
case. 

A companion case 
against Vernon Yoder, 
38, of Marion was contin-
ued until May. 

•Sara Riley, 36, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to a 
felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanors for hin-
dering apprehension, 
possession of marijuana, 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Riley ini-
tially found herself under 
investigation for hinder-
ing apprehension of 
Chris McKinley, who was 
wanted by police in two 
other cases. When ar-

rested, Riley was in pos-
session of the drugs and 
paraphernalia. She was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and lesser 
time on the other 
charges. The sentences 
will run consecutively for 
a total of three years. 

•Rebecca Rednour, 36, 
of Hopkinsville pleaded 
guilty to first-degree pos-
session of a controlled 
substance (hy-
drocodone), attempting 
to promote contraband, 
and tampering with 
physical evidence, as well 
as a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She is ac-
cused of attempting to 
introduce contraband to 
the Crittenden County 
Detention Center on 
Sept. 17 by trying to toss 
drugs over a wall and 
into the recreation area. 
Upon a plea agreement, 
the Commonwealth is 
recommending a one-
year cumulative sen-
tence. Rednour will be 
formally sentenced on 
March 13. 

•An auto theft case 
against Destinee E. Clay-
comb, 29, of West Point, 
Ky., was dismissed be-
cause she faces a felony 
charge based on the 
same incident in Liv-
ingston County, from 
where the auto was 
stolen. To continue pros-
ecution in both cases 
would constitute double 
jeopardy, said Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Wes Hunt. 

•Probation was revoked 
for Arianna Page Hagan, 
25, of Maceo, Ky., who 
admitted to violating the 
terms of her probation by 
leaving a rehab facility 
before her treatment was 
complete. She had origi-
nally been convicted here 
in 2023 on drug charges. 
Based on a number of 
mitigating circum-
stances, the Common-
wealth did not oppose 
further probation and a 
return to treatment. 

•Christina M. Abeg-
glen, 40, of Marion had 
her pretrial diversion set 
aside for violating the 
terms of her early release 
on an embezzlement con-
viction in 2024. She ad-
mitted to relapsing and 
doing drugs. The court 
ordered a 60-day sanc-
tion and will re-sentence 
her in the original case, 
which carries a term of 
five years. Sentencing 
will be on April 10. 

•William D. Sherer, 51, 
of Marion had his proba-
tion revoked in two 
cases, both involving 
drugs. Sherer admitted 
to the judge that he had 
used meth in violation of 
the terms of his proba-
tion. He was ordered to 
complete a five-year and 
one-year sentence in 
cases from 2021 and 
2023, respectively.

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Judge Heady sets one case for trial; 
determines sentencing in 10 others
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Kenneth Brian Fitzgerald, 47, has 
been sentenced to 19 years and 10 
months in federal prison for drug traf-
ficking and firearms offenses, follow-
ing a hearing in the U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Kentucky. 

Fitzgerald, who previously pleaded 
guilty to two counts of methampheta-
mine distribution and two counts of 
being a felon in possession of 
firearms, received a sentence slightly 
higher than the minimum proposed in 
his plea agreement. The offenses oc-
curred in late July and August 2023 in 
Crittenden and Muhlenberg counties. 

The sentence, handed down by the 
federal court in January and formally 
ordered last week, includes a five-
year supervised release period follow-
ing imprisonment.  

During the investigation, local au-
thorities discovered significant quan-

tities of methamphetamine and multi-
ple firearms at Fitzgerald's residence.  

Under terms of his sentence, 
Fitzgerald must comply with standard 
and special conditions during his su-
pervised release, including mandatory 
drug testing, substance abuse treat-
ment and strict prohibitions on firearm 
possession. While the court waived 
fines due to his inability to pay, 
Fitzgerald must pay a $400 assess-
ment fee through a structured pay-
ment plan during his incarceration. 

The sentence represents a signifi-
cant reduction from the initial guide-
line range of 30 years to life 
imprisonment. Fitzgerald will serve his 
sentence without the possibility of pa-
role. 

Similar state charges in Crittenden 
County were dismissed last week in 
light of the federal sentencing.

Fitzgerald gets almost 
20 years in federal case
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local journalism alive. Every dollar in-
vested in this newspaper helps us up-
hold our commitment to delivering the 
news that matters most to you. We 
pledge our fullest commitment to con-
tinued efforts to put our readers first 
and to cover local news, sports and 
events that matter to you. 

Without this increase, which will also 
affect subscribers, and more advertis-
ing revenue, the days of having a home-
town newspaper may be limited. We 

appreciate the opportunity to have 
served this community for decades and 
we want to continue. Your help is val-
ued and quite frankly, it is needed now 
more than ever. 

Thank you for standing by us 
through thick and thin. Together, we 
can ensure that our community’s sto-
ries continue to be told for years to 
come. 

 
 
Chris Evans has been editor of The Press for 

more than 30 years. You can reach him via email 
at  thepress@the-press.com. 


